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If you don't know how to score bowling, don't fear the Reaper.
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Bowling

A spare is when a player knocks down all ten pins using two balls. The score
for this frame is 10 plus the number of pins scored by the first ball of the next
frame.In the following example, the score of frame 1 is 14 (10+4), and the
score for frame 2 is 20 (14+4+2):

Everyone is thankful for the electronic scoring at the bowling alley. We see
our score come on the screen above us, but many of us don't know how it is
determined. Hopefully the following exercises will clear up this mystery.
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The score board for a bowling game has ten frames. During each frame, the 14 20
player gets two tries to knock down all of the ten pins. The number knocked
down is recorded:

5 _n| Now try some on your own:
What are the scores of the seventh frame of Exercise A and the eighth frame
9 of Exercise B?
[ 7
In this frame, the player knocked down 5 pins with the first ball and 4 pins 71/] 4 _M
with the second. His score for this frame is therefore 9, the sum of 5 and 4. Exercise A:
102
You also should note that the score of a single frame is dependent upon the
score of the frame before it. For example, the score in the second frame below
is 13 because you must add the 5 pins from the first frame to the 8 from the .« 111
second. . 11
« 107
7 8 9
3 _m|.u_. _H| Exercise B: 216 _W .“_.F
5 13 123
Now comes the tricky part: 149
« 14

!
Note how a strike _M and a spare _l are marked on the score board.

Mathletics Home
Basketball / Bowling / Football

A strike is when a player knocks down all ten pins on the first ball of a frame.
The score for this frame is 10 plus the number of pins scored by the next two
balls. In the following example, the score of frame 1 is 18 (10+3+5), and the
score for frame 2 is 26 (18+3+5):
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